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What is Horizon 2020 

• The European Union programme for research and innovation for 2014-2020 

• A budget €80 billion; 30 per cent higher in real terms than the 2007-2013 period (FP7) 

• A core part of Europe 2020, Innovation Union & European Research Area: 

• A single programme bringing together three separate programmes/initiatives: 

      The 7th research Framework Programme (FP7), innovation aspects of Competitiveness 
and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP), EU contribution to the European Institute 
of Innovation and Technology (EIT)   

• More innovation, from research to retail, all forms of innovation  

• Focus on societal challenges facing EU society, e.g. health, clean energy and transport  

• Simplified access, for all companies, universities, institutes in all EU countries and 
beyond.  

 

 



Name / Institution 



Strong focus on SMEs 

• In collaborative projects - 20% of total budget for societal challenges and enabling & industrial 
technologies to go to SMEs 

• A new SME instrument in all societal challenges and enabling & industrial technologies (7% of 
relevant budgets) 

• Simplification of particular benefit to SMEs (e.g. single entry point) 

• Eurostars joint programme with Member States and associated countries for research-intensive 
SMEs 

• Support measures under 'Innovation in SMEs' - networking and brokering; SMEs to ‘spin in’ 
technology by connecting to researchers and innovators across Europe 

• Access to risk finance to have a strong SME focus - (debt and equity facilities) 

 



ASSOCIATION TO H2020 = 
 

• FULL ACCESS TO ALL H2020 FUNDED ACTIVITIES (SAME CONDITIONS AS EU MSs), including now parts only limited to EU MS and ACs, e.g. ERC grants, SME instrument, Access 
to risk finance, capacity-building instruments,.. 

• + 

• PARTICIPATION TO THE PROGRAMME GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE (14 PROGRAMME COMMITTEES + JRC Board of Governors) 

• + 

• PARTICIPATION TO EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA (ERA) STRATEGIC GROUPS (ERA COMMITTEE; EUROPEAN STRATEGIC FORUM ON RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES; STRATEGIC 
FORUM on INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION) 

• +  

• PARTICIPATION TO EURAXESS (Researchers Mobility) 

• INTEGRATION OF UKRAINIAN NCPs in ALL (22) EU NCP NETWORKS, COORDINATION ACTIVITIES and TRAININGS 

• +  

• POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION TO P2B, P2P INITIATIVES: JOINT PROGRAMMING INITIATIVES, JOINT TECHNOLOGY INTIATIVES, EUROPEAN INNOVATION PARTNERSHIPS 

• + 

• INTEGRATION OF UKRAINIAN INDUSTRY/ S&T COMMUNITY IN RELEVANT EU STRATEGIC NETWORKS (e.g. TECHNOLOGY PLATFORMS, KICs) 

 

 

• IMPLEMENTATION= (VERY) COMPETITIVE  

• CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 

 

FULL ACCESS TO ALL ACTIVITIES 



 
Who can participate in Horizon 2020 

Under which conditions?  

 
Rules of Participation  

In general:  

• at least 3 independent legal entities from  

3 different EU Member States (MS) or associated states (AS)  

Exception:  

• ERC, mobility programme  

• SME instrument  

• CSA  

Explicitely mentioned in work programme  

 

3 

1 

28 MSs 
 + 
ACs 
•Iceland  
•Norway  
•Albania  
•Bosnia and Herzegovina  
•Republic of Macedonia  
•Montenegro  
•Serbia  
•Turkey  
•Israel  
•Moldova  
•Switzerland  
•Faroe Islands  
•Ukraine  
•Armenia  
•Georgia 



Instruments in H2020-Types of Actions 

Source: https://www.euresearch.ch 



                  Legal Framework 
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Evaluation of proposals 

ERC frontier Research actions only EXCELLENCE 

Innovation actions higher weighting for "IMPACT" 
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Place of the Participant Portal 
 in EU’s Research communication media 

• RESEARCH on EUROPA  policy context 
 http://ec.europa.eu/research 

• PARTICIPANT PORTAL  interactions with participants 
 http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal 

• CORDIS  dissemination of results 
 http://cordis.europa.eu 

3 Internet portals related to Horizon 2020: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/
http://cordis.europa.eu/


Participant Portal  
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal 

• On this site you can find and secure funding for research & innovation 
projects under the following EU programmes:  

•  2014-2020 Horizon 2020 - research and innovation framework 
programme  

• 2007-2013 7th research framework programme 

• Competitiveness & Innovation Programme (CIP)  

Non-registered users 

• search for funding  

• read the funding guide & download the legal documents  

• check if an organisation is already registered  

• contact our support services or check our FAQs 

 Registered users 

• submit your proposal  

• sign the grant  

• manage your project throughout its lifecycle 

 



Main steps 

• 1. Strategy 

• Define to what extent participating in an EU research and innovation project can be part of your 
organisation’s? 

• 2. Work Programme and topics 

• 3. Partners 

• 4. Project set-up and proposal drafting 

• 5. Submission 

• Create an account on the Participant Portal to submit your proposal online before the deadline. 



The importance of the Work Programme 

Work Programme may: 
•Restrict eligibility of participants from third countries (e.g. security concerns, 
reciprocity) 
•Introduce additional eligibility criteria 
•Number of participants, type of participant and place of establishment 
•Lay down further details for the application of the award criteria, and specify 
weighting and thresholds –see general annexes 
•Specify third countries that are eligible for funding 
•Specify the funding rate for an action 
•Specify that lump sums or scale of unit costs can be used for an action 
(subject to prior separate Commission Decision) 
•Identify beneficiaries for grants without a call for proposals 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
General Annexes 
•List of countries, and applicable rules for funding 
•Standard admissibility conditions for grant proposals, and 
related requirements 
•Standard eligibility criteria 
•Types of action: specific provisions and funding rates  
•Specific requirements for innovation procurement 
(PCP/PPI) supported by Horizon 2020 grants 
•Rules of Contest (RoC) for Prizes  
•Technology readiness levels (TRL) 
•Evaluation  
•Budget flexibility  
•Classified Information 
•Financial support to third parties  

Respective calls for proposals, overall objectives, topics within each call 
Calls 2016-2017 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h20
20/master_calls.html 



Partner Search  
Partner search tools 

Partner search NCPs CaRE   
http://partnersearch.ncps-care.eu/index.php?index=6 

Dedicated to Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge "Climate action, 
environment, resource efficiency and raw materials" 

CORDIS partner search platform  https://cordis.europa.eu/partners/web/guest In particular for research & development projects 

Enterprise Europe Network cooperation opportunities database  
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch 

Includes both business and technology offers and requests 

Social media 

LinkedIn group "Environment projects & partner search – EASME“ 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7001906 

In particular for applicants for Horizon 2020 and LIFE projects 

Partnering events 

Annual Information Day & Brokerage event in Brussels 
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/horizon-2020-information-day-climate-action-environment-resource-
efficiency-raw-materials 

Dedicated to Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge "Climate Action, 
Environment, Resource Efficiency & Raw Materials" 

Brokerage events organised by the Enterprise Europe Network 
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true 

Often back-to-back with key trade fairs and conferences 

National Contact Points 

National Contact Points 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html 

Personalised support & assistance in partner search in 
applicants' own languages 

Databases of previous and ongoing projects 

CORDIS project database 
http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html 

Projects funded under Horizon 2020 as well as previous research 
framework programmes 

Horizon 2020 SME Instrument   https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-projects 
Innovation by small and medium-sized companies in the fields of 
eco-innovation & sustainable supply of raw materials, and 
environment & climate action 

Eco-innovation projects  http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/projects/ 
Market launch of innovation in the buildings & construction, 
food & drink, greening business, water and recycling sectors 

LIFE projects http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm 
EU funded projects on environment, resource efficiency, 
biodiversity and climate action 

 

+ 
•Bilateral contacts 
•Bilateral projects 
•Young researchers 
•Brokerage events 
•International conferences/ 
workshops 

http://partnersearch.ncps-care.eu/index.php?index=6
http://partnersearch.ncps-care.eu/index.php?index=6
https://cordis.europa.eu/partners/web/guest
https://cordis.europa.eu/partners/web/guest
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7001906
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7001906
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7001906
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7001906
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/horizon-2020-information-day-climate-action-environment-resource-efficiency-raw-materials
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/horizon-2020-information-day-climate-action-environment-resource-efficiency-raw-materials
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/horizon-2020-information-day-climate-action-environment-resource-efficiency-raw-materials
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/horizon-2020-information-day-climate-action-environment-resource-efficiency-raw-materials
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-projects
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-projects
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/projects/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/projects/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/projects/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eco-innovation/projects/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm


PIC 
organization code 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/searchorg 

Contributing to the proposal 



Electronic Submission System accessed from the call page 

•ECAS password 

•PICs for all partners 

•Prepare proposal,  

•On-line for structured part 

•Upload non-structured part -pdf file(s) 

•Submit the proposal! 

•Validation checks 

•Complete submission, before the 17h00 deadline 

 

Submission failure rate = +1% 

Only reason for failure; waiting till the last minute 

• Technical problems 

• Panic-induced errors (uploading the wrong proposal) 

• Too late starting upload, run out of time 

Electronic Submission 



H2020 Online Manual 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-

guide/grants/applying-for-funding/find-a-call_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm


Links  
 Participant Portal http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html  

Horizon 2020 Documents http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/reference_docs.html  

Horizon 2020 On-line Manual http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/guide.html  

Questions? Research Enquiry Service:  http://ec.europa.eu/research/enquirie  

EC OA website  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/swafs/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=science  

Open Access Resources (Netvibes – EC Central Library)  

http://www.netvibes.com/open-access  

Horizon 2020 Ukraine National Portal: http://h2020.lcom.ua 



Horizon 2020 work programme 2018-2020  
- Strategic Programme Overarching Document - 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/sites/horizon2020/files/stratprog_overarching_version_for_publication.pdf 

Name / Institution 



Projects of support 

https://www.eap-plus.eu/ 

http://www.increast.eu  



             

             Thanks for your attention 

Olena Koval 
NIP/Ukraine 
office 801, 180, Gorkiy Street, Kyiv, 03680, Ukraine 
Tel/fax: +380 44 529 0332 
E-mail: nip@fp7-ncp.kiev.ua 
o_koval@h2020.com.ua 
Web: h2020.com.ua 

 

NCPs/Ukraine 
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Access to Risk 
Finance 
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